[image: image1.png]Plan Collect Process _

Improving the school environment:
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QCA-RSS Centre
Teaching Materials for Statistics and Handling Data

The materials for this activity have been developed for the QCA-RSS Centre project and can be downloaded as part of the trialling process from: 

http://www.rsscse.org.uk/qca/ 

Improving the School Environment: Where’s worst? 

This task uses a Problem-Solving Approach and is designed to take approximately 3 hours of teaching time. 

The resource enables teachers to lead pupils through the problem of how to select areas of the school environment to improve. As a group they will decide on the characteristics to use to judge the environment using a technique from geography (EQI).

Pupils will collect data on their own school environment to help them suggest an area to improve. This involves a qualitative survey (Environmental Quality Indexing) and processing through the use of stem-and-leaf diagrams. The pupils’ task is to produce a written report for the school council giving details and supporting evidence about the area they think should be improved.

Downloadable materials:

· Teachers’ overview

· PowerPoint presentation* 

· PDF of teachers’ notes from PowerPoint slides

· Alternative version of presentation for printing onto OHTs

· Pupil worksheets (1 and 2)*
· Template data collection sheet*
· Pupil feedback forms and teacher cover sheet
       * These materials can be edited for your own use
Classroom guidance:

Time: 3 hours

NC Level: 5-7

Cross curricular links: Citizenship 2a,b,c 3a,b,c  

                                   
     Geography 1b,c,d,e 2b

Source: “Project Fieldwork” by Brian Greasley pub BELL&HYMAN 
We would like to thank you in advance for helping trial this activity.

To aid the ongoing development of this resource the project team would welcome feedback from your experiences of using these materials.
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Teachers’ Overview: Where’s Worst?


