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          QCA-RSS Centre
Teaching Materials for Statistics and Handling Data

The materials for this activity have been developed for the QCA-RSS Centre project and can be downloaded as part of the trialling process from: 

http://www.rsscse.org.uk/qca

The World’s Population
This task uses a Problem-Solving Approach and is designed to take approximately 3 hours of teaching time.

The resource enables teachers to lead pupils through an investigation into the size of the World's Population - how quickly is it increasing, where is it increasing the most and when we might reach our planet's limit. 
Through the use of the problem solving approach writing and investigating hypotheses is introduced. There is optional material on primary and secondary data. Pupils will use line graphs to present data.
The materials address issues such as reliability of data, use of estimations and the use of mathematical models to represent more complicated situations. There are two optional activities within the materials – the first which familiarises pupils with general population figures and allows them to explore the wealth of data available on the web and the second which uses sweets to form a simple model of population growth.

Downloadable materials:

· Teachers’ overview

· PowerPoint presentation* 

· PDF of teachers’ notes 

· Pupil worksheet *
· Activity sheets (1 and 2) with teachers’ notes*
· Pupil feedback forms and teacher cover sheet
       * These materials can be edited for your own use
Classroom guidance:

Time: from 3 hours

NC Level: 5-7

Cross curricular links: Geography 6(f) 

                                   
     Science 5(d)

Source: Activity 2 adapted from www.pbs.org/teachersource
We would like to thank you in advance for helping trial this activity.

To aid the ongoing development of this resource the project team would welcome feedback from your experiences of using these materials.
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Teachers’ Overview: The World’s Population


