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M&M’s Population model



Population decay
1. Count the "people" in your country, and record the number under year 0 in the Population Decay chart. 
2. Gently pour the people (sweets) onto your desk. People with an "M" showing represent bacteria that died or were caught during the first year. Place them aside (do not eat them yet), count how many people are left and record that population below year 1. Sometimes the "M" is difficult to see on the yellow ones, so look hard. 
3. Place the "live people" back in the cup, and repeat the experiment for year 2. Record the population under year 2 on the chart. Continue the simulation, and record your data for up to 8 years, or until you run out of M&M's. 
Population decay chart:
	Population Decay 

	Year
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8 

	Number of People
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


4. Write a sentence or two describing any patterns you see in this population. ………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………

5. If you started with more people, do you think you would see the same pattern? Why? …………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………
Population Growth
Now you are going to simulate population growth in the country.
6. Place two M&M's in the cup, and record 2 for your year 0  population in the Population Growth chart. 
7. Pour the M&M's on your desk. This time, for each person with an "M" showing, you are to add another person to the country. Record your population below year 1 in the chart. 
8. Put the people back in the cup, and repeat this process for year 2. Record your population, and continue for up to 8 years or until your run out of people. 
Population Growth chart:
	Population Growth 

	Year
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Number of people
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


9. Write a sentence or two describing any patterns you see in this population. …………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………
10. What do you think would happen to the population if you were able to continue this process? Why? …………………………….

…………………………………………………………………
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World Population: Population models
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